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ABSTRACT 

Since the twentieth century, several exogenous and endogenous changes 
have shifted the political landscape for diasporas, especially in war-prone 
countries like Somalia. As such, this has resulted in multiple resources 
investigating the nature of diasporas, the role they play in homeland 
situations and the nexus with the conflict. Nevertheless, diasporas are often 
depicted as conflict-generated transnational communities and homogeneous 
groups, an approach which leads to flawed and skewed perspective of the 
phenomenon.  

This paper will critically analyze the diversified political engagement of Somali 
diasporas that interact in distinctive ways and at different levels within their 
home countries, due to their fragmentation in space, time and goals. 
Specifically, it takes into consideration the different activities endorsed by 
the Somali diaspora — distinguished between financial contributions and 
military and political involvement — to underline that Somali diasporic groups 
are highly heterogeneous and can contribute both to conflict perpetuation as 
well as post-conflict reconstruction. 

Keywords: Somalia, diaspora, social movements, al-Shabaab, post-conflict 
reconstruction, transnationalization 
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ROLE PLAYED IN HOMELAND CONFLICT 

In the current political discourse, Somalia has come to represent the 
archetype of the failed state. A country that has not had a government for 
more than twenty years is a unique case in modern times, and despite the 
creation of a new Federal Government after the failure of the Transitional 
Federal Government (TFG), the Somali situation is still extremely fragile.  1

Within this context, a great interest in the role played by the Somali diaspora 
is growing in both the academic and policy-making worlds. In the 
transnational perspective of modern warfare, the Somali diaspora engages in 
homeland conflict in different ways. On the one hand, Somali diaspora is 
depicted as an agent of conflict perpetuation, contributing to support non-
state armed actors through human and financial resources.  On the other, the 2

attention has increasingly shifted towards the positive contribution of Somali 
diaspora as force of conflict resolution, development, and democratization. 

Diaspora political engagement in conflict situations has deeply changed the 
nature of contemporary conflicts. The political weight of diaspora 
communities has increased throughout the late twentieth century and they 
have started playing a crucial role.  Since definitions of this transnational 3

actor focus primarily on common identity and culture, research tends to 
represent diasporas as unitary and homogeneous groups, which are moved to 
engage in homeland conflicts on the basis of nationalist sentiments.   4

In this perspective, Somali diaspora’s political engagement is particularly 
interesting and unique, as it challenges the traditional understanding of the 
diaspora. The effective state collapse, the protracted civil war and the Somali 
clan-based social structure have great implications for transnational 
engagements, as the diasporic groups interact with the home country at 
subnational level and along kinship ties. Moreover, Somali diaspora is not a 

 Fragile State Index; Hills, Somalia’s Security Challenges Complicate Transfer of Responsibility 1

to Government.

 Jokinen, Deutsche Schabab: The Story of German Foreign Fighters in Somalia, 2010-2016; 2

Sinus, Support   for al-Shabaab through the diaspora.

 According to Demmers, these reasons are (1) the rise of a new pattern of conflict; (2) the 3

rapid rise of war refugees; (3) the increased speed of communication and mobility; and (4) the 
increased production of cultural and political boundaries. See Demmers, Diaspora and Conflict: 
Locality, Long-Distance Nationalism, and Delocalisation of   Conflict Dynamics.

 Sheffer, Ethno-national diasporas and security, Pp. 60-79; Akyeampong. Africans in the 4

Diaspora: The Diaspora and Africa. Pp. 183-215.
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unitary group but rather turns out to be a highly fragmented social and 
political movement, which operates in different ways and with distinct goals. 
For this reason, it is important to further analyze the diversified engagement 
of these actors in order to assess whether and how they influence their 
homeland country. 

THE ROLE OF DIASPORAS IN CONFLICTS: A THEORETICAL 
FRAMEWORK 

The definition of the nature of diasporas has been highly discussed in the 
academic world. The diaspora can be defined as “a people with a common 
origin who reside, more or less on a permanent basis, outside the borders of 
their ethnic or religious homeland […].  Diaspora members identify themselves, 5

or are identified by others – inside and outside their homeland – as part of the 
homeland’s national community.” The emphasis of this definition is put on the 
common features shared by diasporic groups and on the homeland ethnic and 
religious context they are linked to. Nevertheless, framing the diaspora as a 
community with a homogeneous ethno-national background raises some 
methodological and ethical questions, especially when related to conflict. 

As Ma Mung maintained,  diaspora has to be understood as a performative 6

concept, since labelling as “a group” cancels the notion of dispersion at the 
heart of the diasporic structure and makes it appear as a unitary community. 
Indeed, the above definition of diaspora and its conceptualization entail some 
analytical problems. Firstly, they tend to overlook the internal diversity and 
plurality among diasporas, which are extensively framed by the context of 
settlement they live in. Spatially, for instance, clear differences emerge 
between contiguous and distant diasporas,  since these groups often live in 7

distinct environments that affect the way they interact with their home 
country. Secondly, the ethno-national overtone given to this definition leads 
to homogenize different segments within the population as well as ignore 
cross-cutting differences. Such a perspective appears to be even more 
controversial when analyzing the link between a dire security environment in 
home countries and the political engagement of diasporas, as it fails also to 

 Shain and Barth, Diaspora and International Relations Theory. Pp. 449-479.5

 Ma Mung, Conclusion générale: Les vêtements neufs de la diaspora, digression sur les paradoxes 6

diasporiques. Pp. 409-415.

 Féron and Lefort, “Diasporas and conflicts – understanding the Nexus. Pp. 34-51.7
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distinguish between members contributing to peace-building and those 
supporting conflict perpetuation. 

In order to drift away from an identity-based concept of diaspora, the social 
movement theory helps to better understand the socio-political dynamics of 
diasporic involvement in homeland conflicts.  By assuming that diasporas are 8

the products of transnational mobilization by political entrepreneurs rather 
than the cause, diasporas can be conceived as social and political movements, 
thereby depicting their political engagement in homeland conflict as a 
specific form of transnationalism.  Driven by multiple and heterogeneous 9

identities, diaspora members mobilize as transnational social movements, 
exploiting new political opportunities in different ways. The existence of 
political opportunity structures generated by the conflict increases the 
possibilities for social movements to mobilize by opening new transnational 
channels for political engagements.  In this framework, diasporas can 10

intervene both as independent variables and dependant ones.  While 11

mobilized diasporas come to impact on the onset, duration and intensity of a 
violent conflict; it is important to stress that diaspora social mobilization is 
equally governed by political opportunities and mobilizing structures, which 
prompt dispersed populations to engage in homeland conflict.  Therefore, 12

the fractured and diversified nature of diasporic political engagement can 
hence operate in countries of origin in distinct ways, contributing to the 
perpetuation of conflict as well as to post-conflict reconstruction. 

Nevertheless, focusing solely on mechanisms of diasporic political engagement 
might lead to the methodological impasse of ignoring the broader structural 
context of conflict and state fragility wherein diasporas operate. As Féron and 
Lefort highlighted,  it is important to understand the relation between 13

diasporas and conflicts as configurations in which different actors–diasporas, 
institutions or transnational networks — can play a decisive role. In this 

 Adamson, Constructing the diaspora. Diaspora identity politics and transnational social 8

movements. Pp. 25-42.

 For a more detailed analysis of diasporization processes in contemporary globalized society, 9

see Mottin, The diasporization of population in context of (in)security: the transnationalization of 
the security border.

 McAdam, Political process and the development of black insurgency, 1930-1970.10

 Adamson, Mechanisms of diaspora mobilization and the transnationalization of civil war.11

 Sökefeld, Mobilizing in transnational space: a social movement approach to the formation of 12

diaspora.

 Féron and Lefort, op.cit.13
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perspective, diasporas and conflicts can be co-constructed and interact in 
different ways. This is all truer when integrating the diaspora mobilization 
approach to a context of contested sovereignty and fragile statehood.  The 14

Somali conflict is a case in point: the protracted conflict, combined with an 
authority vacuum, created political opportunities for diasporas to interact 
with homeland through a variety of channels. Hence, this framework helps 
understand the heterogeneous political engagement of Somali diaspora in 
homeland conflict. In state divided alongside ethnic and clan-based lines and 
with highly dispersed population, diasporas can mobilize for civic or ethnic 
purposes on the basis of their particular identities, shaped by a combination of 
sense of belonging to homeland social structures, the degree of integration in 
the country of settlement and the existing connection with the home country. 

On the basis of this framework, it emerges that Somali diaspora challenges 
traditional literature of diaspora studies. Because of its internal complexity 
and the replacement of state authority with other systems of governance in 
the country of origin, its interaction with homeland conflict dimension has 
great implications for transnational engagement. The following empirical 
analysis of Somali diasporic experiences proves how diasporas activities 
determine different outcomes in the country of origin, and the number of 
different roles they play at international, national and local level. 

COMPETING STRATEGIES AND GOALS OF SOMALI DIASPORA 

With a total population of about fifteen million people, the number of Somalis 
living outside their country is significant, especially when considering that it 
reached almost million in 2015.  These diasporic groups are widespread 15

globally, and Somalis in different host countries have established networks and 
engage in transnational activities in different ways. The political engagement of 
these diasporic experiences is not homogeneous, as they differ from one 
another according to the time and the place they decided to move to.  

As highlighted by Abdile and Pirkkalainen, Somali emigration history can be 
divided into three waves.  The oldest Somali diaspora communities were 16

 Koinova, Diaspora mobilization for conflict and post-conflict reconstruction: contextual and 14

comparative dimensions. Pp. 1251-1269.

Connor and Krogstad, 5 facts about the global Somali diaspora.15

 Abdile and Pirkkalainen, Homeland perception and recognition of the diaspora engagement: the 16

case of Somali diaspora. Pp. 48-70.
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composed by seamen arrived in European countries — especially Italy, UK and 
Northern Europe — in the 1950s and 1960s and represent the most 
established Somali diaspora communities at present. The second wave of 
Somali diaspora is the guest workers arrived in the Middle East in the 1970s 
and 1980s during the oil boom period. The third wave of emigration is a result 
of the civil war and has been much more heterogeneous than the previous 
ones in two different ways. Refugees who left Somalia were Somali elites, as 
well as low-income people seeking shelter outside the country. The former 
group moved mostly to the global North, as a result as well of family reunion 
mechanisms, while the latter fled more to neighbouring countries, especially 
in Kenya, Djibouti, Uganda and Ethiopia.  17

These differences among diasporic groups strongly affect the way Somali 
diasporas relate to home country, as several variables come into play. For 
instance, securitization narratives tend to criminalize more recent Somali 
diasporas and consider well-integrated Somali communities as actors of peace 
process in home country.  On the other, geographic and political differences 18

among countries of settlement shape diasporic political engagements. A case 
is the Somali diaspora in East Leigh, which maintains strong relations with 
Somalia because of geographical proximity and porous regional borders.  In 19

general, the relationship of Somali transnational communities to their “home” 
is likely to be defined by a desire for transformation, contestation, and political 
change as it is by nostalgia, continuity and tradition.  20

Motivated by these sentiments and facilitated by broader globalization 
environments, the Somali diaspora plays a decisive role in conflict as well as in 
peace processes and adopt different strategies of intervention. As 
0stergaard-Nielsen asserted, political transnational participation of diasporas 
involves direct as well as indirect strategies.  Direct strategies refer to 21

transnational activities directly targeted to the country of origin, such as 
economic, political or military support, whereas indirect strategies aim at 
influencing external actors with powers of intervention in home country 
through lobbying and advocacy activities. Thus, direct strategies target 

 Hammond, Somali refugee displacements in the near region: analysis and recommendations.17

 Freeman, They’re all Terrorists: The Securitisation of Asylum in Kenya.18

 Carrier and Lochery, Missing states? Somali trade networks and the Eastleigh transformation.19

 Adamson, Mobilizing for the transformation of home: politicized identities and transnational 20

practices. Pp.17-33.

 Østergaard-Nielsen, The politics of migrants’ transnational political practices. Pp. 760-786.21
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locally-based actors–e.g. rebel groups, individuals and clan organizations–
while the indirect strategies refer to international community, host countries’ 
governments or transnational criminal networks. 

A key contribution to understand Somali diaspora’s political engagement is 
also the distinction made by Koinova, between ethnic and civic activism in 
diasporic participation.  In a state as Somalia, where ethnic lines often 22

replace national identity, the international community seeks to build a civic 
bonding social capital  to overcome sectarian fractures. Solidarity networks 23

in the Somali context are still strongly structured on lineage-based clans, 
operating hence through a bridging social capital. In this perspective, Somali 
diaspora engagement in the country can be described alternatively as ethnic 
or civic activism, depending on the cooperation channels they resort to. 

Assessing both the positive and negative impact of diasporic networks with 
homeland country, it is also important to consider how and if the one prevails 
on the other and vice versa over time. In fact, global and national structural 
changes may either foster or halt certain types of contributions from 
diasporas. The analysis of the impact of diasporic networks should therefore 
also consider those structural shifts that may affect positively or negatively 
the homeland situation. 

Against this backdrop, it is deemed necessary to consider the different 
activities endorsed by the Somali diaspora, distinguished between financial 
contributions and military and political involvement. Whilst some of these 
contributions can be ascribed as conflict-perpetuating or peace-building 
actions, it is important to highlight that the complexity of the situation in the 
home country rises more nuanced and overlapping outcomes.  

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

In absence of internal growth and development drivers, remittances are 
believed to have a positive impact on Somali context.  As Simiyu and 24

Mohamed highlighted, financial remittances from Somalis living abroad 

 Koinova, op.cit..22

 Kleist, Mobilizing the diaspora: Somali transnational political engagement. Pp. 307-323.23

 Kulaksiz and Purdekova, Somali remittance sector: a macroeconomic perspective.24
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revitalized Somali economy and sustain livelihood within the country.  25

Remittances services have provided lifeline for many poor households as they 
mitigate vulnerability among population and relaunched the financial market 
in terms of investments, commerce and reconstruction projects in the region. 
As a result of the civil war, the size of the diaspora has grown and along with it 
the volume of the remittances, which are hence considered as one of the 
largest sources of incomes in a situation of collapsed economy and fettered 
development.   26

Nevertheless, the financial contribution of diasporas might as well have 
negative consequences for the political economy of war and conflict 
resolution, since their remittances can support opposition groups and non-
state armed actors, hence prolonging the state of conflict and the fragile 
statehood of Somalia.  Going beyond the academic debate on whether 27

diaspora remittances are a risk factor in civil wars,  it is important to analyze 28

how Somali remittances affect the home country in positive and negative 
ways, and when this distinction is more nuanced. 

Diaspora financial contributions resort to different channels and adopt 
different strategies. Abdile, for instance, reported several interviews to 
Somali diaspora members in Northern Europe proving that a large amount of 
remittances is directly targeted to support relatives in home country, whether 
through money transfers, such as hawala businesses, or informal agents.  29

Moreover, Abdile’s and Horst’s research within the Somali diaspora in 
Northern Europe shows that solidarity often operates also through clan 
lineage, since the clans’ authority at local level is believed to better assure 
safety and security in a context of state collapse.  In a sub-clan conflict 30

situation, clans do provide local governance, stability and jurisprudence to the 
population, assuring hence livelihood. For this reason, many members of the 

 Simiyu and Mohamed, The relationship between remittances and social development in 25

Mogadishu-Somalia. Pp. 1-19.

 In 2016, remittances amounting $1.4 billion were sent to Somalia, corresponding to 23% of 26

Somali GDP. See Aid Coordination Unit Office of Prime Minister, Federal Republic of Somalia. 
Aid Flows in Somalia. Analysis of aid flow data. P.4; Africa Renewal, Somali diaspora’s remittances 
cast a lifeline.

 Vilkko, Al-Shabaab: from external support to internal extraction.27

 Collier, Economic causes of civil conflict and their implications for policy.28

 Abdile, Diasporas and their role in the homeland conflicts and peacebuilding: the case of Somali 29

diaspora. Pp. 15-16.

 Horst, The transnational political engagements of refugees: Remittance sending practices 30

amongst Somalis in Norway.
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Somali diaspora who contribute with remittances for political and social 
purposes send this money to various leaders of their clans.  An example of 31

the positive outcomes of remittances to clans is the involvement of a Somali 
organization in Norway in a women project in Mogadishu that aimed to 
rehabilitate young combatants through education.  32

Somali diaspora operates at international level as well. Mezzetti and 
Guglielmo for instance, observed that some organizations adopted a 
networking strategy and cooperated with other Somali diasporas to overcome 
ethnic divisions and promote peace and development in their home country, 
such as in the case of the Somali Women Agenda movement.  Moreover, 33

Abdile highlighted that the second generation’s interventions in Somalia are 
less tied to clan organizations and more oriented towards peace-building 
projects of international organizations.  In their perspective, supporting a 34

particular clan might fuel inter-clan conflicts, whereas engaging in civic 
activism and funding more reliable international organizations might be a 
better solution in order to overcome this perpetual conflict.  

Beyond these remarks, it is also essential to consider diasporic financial 
engagement in the complex context of war-torn society and state collapse. 
Indeed, remittances are often diverted, intentionally or unintentionally, to 
armed militias, hence leading to a conflict escalation. Horst’s analysis of 
Norway-based Somali diaspora provides an example.  It emerged that 35

diaspora members have sent money to their respective clan leaders, who have 
been engaged in an inter-clan political conflict in the Mudug and Galguduud 
regions between 2004 and 2006. Moreover, non-state armed groups still 
control large parts of the territories and finance their activities through 
extortion. The targets of these illegal activities are not solely households 
receiving money from the diaspora, but as well aid agencies. As Vilkko 
reported that aid agencies pay a certain percentage of their total project 

 Maxwell and Majid, Competing Imperatives, Collective Failure? Somalia famine 2011/2012. Pp. 31

101-104.

 Horst, The transnational political engagement of refugees: remittance sending practices amongst 32

Somalis in Norway. Pp. 317-339.

 Mezzetti and Guglielmo, Somali Diaspora Associations in Italy: between integration and 33

transnational engagement. P. 20.

 Abdile, Diasporas and their role in the homeland conflicts and peacebuilding: the case of Somali 34

diaspora. P. 16.

 Horst, op.cit.. Pp. 330-331.35
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budget to al-Shabaab, as well as many other businesses built through diaspora 
investments that must repay the protection of the militias.  36

In addition to this, it is unquestionable that part of diaspora financial support 
is directly or indirectly targeted to finance terrorist groups within the 
country.  Because members of the diaspora are much richer than those living 
in their country of origin, they represent a great source of financing. 
Proselytising activities implemented by transnational terrorist groups such as 
al-Shabaab or al-Qaeda reached Somali diaspora groups around the world, and 
alongside with military active support, they provide financial support.  37

Specifically, the support to al-Shabaab seems to be concentrated in Nairobi, 
where the rebel groups have several networks and units. The widespread 
support — which is nonetheless declining in last years — to al-Shabaab in the 
Kenyan capital can be linked to several reasons. On the one hand, the Kenya-
based diasporas have been largely a result of the civil conflict. Because of the 
proximity with homeland lawlessness situation, they consider the Islamist 
group as the most viable and fastest mean to stability. On the other, al-
Shabaab provides opportunities and support Somali diaspora in Nairobi by 
investing large sums of money in the construction and operation of mosques 
in the city.  38

MILITARY AND POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT 

Besides contributing with financial support to home country, the Somali 
diaspora also pursue political goals in their country of origin through direct 
military and political involvement. As asserted above, diasporas can be 
conceived as transnational social movements operating through transnational 
channels. Indeed, the advanced communications and financial resources 
created new opportunities in Somalia for political involvement for Somali 
diasporas. Therefore, the diaspora can engage in the home country situation 
either militarily or politically, through different channels and by adopting 
distinctive strategies, whose outcomes can be positive or negative. 

Because of their financial resources, social position and increased 
transnational means to engage in homeland politics, Somali diasporas have 

 Vilkko, Al-Shabaab: from external support to internal extraction. 36

 RefWorld, Country Reports on Terrorism 2017 – foreign terrorist organizations: al-Shabaab.37

 Sipus, Support for al-Shabaab through the diaspora.38
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been playing a crucial role as peace-makers and state-builders with direct or 
indirect strategies. On the one hand, the diaspora participates in homeland 
politics by influencing the political mindset towards a democratic solution or 
by participating in governments of transition. As Ismail reminded, in 
Transitional National Government of Somalia in 2011, the share of the diaspora 
in institutions was surprisingly high as compared to their local counterparts.  39

The diaspora appeared to be a driving force in steering the country’s politics 
away from the monopoly of the armed groups and helping to empower the 
unarmed civic actors. On the other, the diaspora may mobilize political 
support by influencing their host societies or international organizations. The 
Somali diaspora in Norway, for example, shaped Norwegian foreign policy 
towards Somalia through advocacy activities of ethnic lobbying groups.  In 40

this perspective, Somali political involvement can contribute actively to peace 
and stability in their country by supporting development or reconciliation 
projects and by transferring competences and know-how. 

The Somali diaspora political involvement in home countries can be ascribed 
either to civic or ethnic activism, depending on the differences among 
diasporic groups. Horst’s research within Somali diaspora communities shows 
that young Somali-Americans have developed hybrid identities within the 
host country and hence engaged in civic activities in the country of origin.  41

Nevertheless, kinship affiliation and clan lineage still play a central role within 
diasporas and in the relationship between diasporas and the country of origin. 
For instance, the establishment of DOEA (the Development Organization of 
East Africa) international conference in Denmark addressed the internal 
division of Somali diasporic experiences as well, in order to overcome a 
fractured and clan-based political engagement and build a more bonding 
political engagement.  42

In contrast, diaspora groups can have a negative impact on Somalia by giving 
political and military support to armed groups. A substantial difference can be 
found between contiguous and distant diasporic experiences in the Somali 
context. Because of the fluid regional area and strong networks with the 
home country, transnational mobilization most often occurs between 

 Ismail, Diaspora and post-war political leadership in Somalia, 20.39

 Tellander and Horst, A foreign policy actor of importance? The role of the Somali diaspora in 40

shaping Norwegian Policy towards Somalia. Pp. 136-154.

 Horst, Making a difference in Mogadishu? Experiences if Multi-sited embeddedness among 41

diaspora youth. Pp. 1341-1356.

 Kleist, Mobilising ‘the diaspora’: Somali transnational political engagement.42
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neighbouring countries and contiguous diasporas represent a source of 
recruitment for many armed opposition groups. The case of the Somali 
diaspora in East Leigh is a case in point, since al-Shabaab built many radical 
religious centres as indoctrination points for the youth aiming to join the 
ranks of the jihadi armed groups.  Moreover, Vilkko‘s interviews pointed out 43

also that al-Shabaab recruiters are highly dependent on Kenya, which is 
fundamental both as a recruiting ground and as a transit country for 
international recruits. 

In fact, there are also several cases of international mobilization within global 
Somali diaspora. The advanced transnational means of communication 
combined with the strategies and tactics of transnational terrorist 
organizations facilitated distant recruiting practices for several armed groups 
operating within the country. By linking its goals to the larger international 
jihadi movement, al-Shabaab succeeded in recruiting among various diasporas 
and several members left their country in order to support militarily violent 
conflicts in Somalia.   44

Along with the contribution with manpower, some members of the diaspora 
contribute also with active political support to internal conflict. As Kleist 
highlighted, a Somali-Danish organization named The Nation split into two 
groups because a faction supported armed struggle.  This case leads to think 45

that political support to armed groups or clans engaging in conflict might not 
be a unique case, but because of the heterogeneity and complexity of 
diasporic experiences, even distant diaspora can actively engage in conflict 
perpetuation. 

CHANGES OVER TIME IN DIASPORA’S INVOLVEMENT IN 
SOMALIA 

Another noteworthy aspect in the evaluation of the external Somali political 
and economic support is how diasporas respond to structural crises and 
whether their impact changes in such situations. In the 2011 famine as well as 
in the 2017 cholera outbreak, for instance, remittances sent from Somali 
people outside their country helped provide medical supplies, pay for health 

 Vilkko, Al-Shabaab: from external support to internal extraction; Sipus, Support for al-Shabaab 43

through the diaspora.

 Jokinen, Deutsche Schabab: The Story of German Foreign Fighters in Somalia, 2010-2016.44

 Kleist, Mobilising ‘the diaspora’: Somali transnational political engagement..45
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staff salaries and support local households.  On the contrary, COVID-19 46

shock and the following global crisis is badly affecting the remittances chain, 
since the worldwide pandemic has targeted also the diaspora. According to 
industry sources, the volume of remittances has shrunk by 50% in certain 
corridors due to the dire economic situation of the Global North.   47

While diasporic activities funded by the diaspora to promote peace and 
development may decline, it is likely that al-Shabaab will exploit the new 
opportunities that the pandemic created. Indeed, the jihadi organization 
controls vast swaths of the countryside as well as several towns in southern 
and central Somalia, where Mogadishu have limited power.  The loosening of 48

state control in this area due to the widespread epidemic may help al-Shabaab 
strengthen its links with the diaspora in Eastleigh, where most of the 
recruitment is conducted. Somali groups in Kenya may hence provide both 
economic and human aid to the terrorist organization, but the group’s 
extensive networks of taxation that involves also the diaspora is likely to 
suffer a setback due to the market contractions.   49

Therefore, despite diasporas have undoubtedly represented a lifeline in crises 
situations in Somalia, Somali groups outside the country are not always 
capable to intervene to support their home country, neither it is completely 
true that they represent the backbone of terrorist organizations in the 
country whenever the situation worsens. 

CONCLUSION 

Diasporas and their transnational political engagement in fragile situations 
have increasingly become a source of interest. In a narrow perspective, some 
observers of Somali diaspora engagement might expect that diaspora will be 
the critical actor for transcending Somalia’s clan fragmentation towards 
democratization and stability, while others might identify these actors as the 
roots of Somali protracted conflict.  

 Abdirahman, Adan, Hammond, Kleist, Majid, How will remittances affect the Somali COVID-19 46

response?

 Abdirahman, Adan, Hammond, Kleist, Majid, op.cit..47

 Shahow, Al-Shabab’s Territory in Somalia Is a COVID-19 Powder Keg.48

 Carver and Kruber, To act, or not? Al-Shabaab’s response to a Covid-19 crisis in Somalia. 49

16



As this paper aimed at showing, Somali diaspora communities are highly 
complex and heterogeneous groups that because of these fragmentations in 
space, time and goals do contribute in distinctive ways and at different levels 
within their home country. The increasing role diasporas play in homeland 
politics should draw the attention of the international community that has 
been trying to create a sustainable peace in Somalia for several years. 
Diasporas can be either an asset or a detrimental element in post-conflict 
reconstruction and they are capable of influencing profoundly the future of 
their country due to their political and economic leverage. The support to 
those segments of diasporas contributing positively to the creation of peace, 
stability and development in Somalia should hence be the priority of 
international organizations and institutions. 
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